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Dear […], 
 
I hope this finds you very well. 
 
I’m writing to let you know about a show I’m curating for the JULIA 
STOSCHEK COLLECTION that will include your piece, […], from the 
collection. 
 
The show marks the tenth anniversary of the Collection in Düsseldorf, and 
opens in June. The show is titled GENERATION LOSS, and takes 
technological reflexivity in artist moving image as its primary contingency.  
 
A preliminary introduction follows. 
 
Gleaned wholly from the Collection, the show will span the entire history of the 
medium as modern/contemporary art – plotting the ways in which works 
cleave to technologies of production and other particular ideological 
manoeuvrings.  
 
Insofar as technological reflexivity is structural, GENERATION LOSS should 
be understood both literally and figuratively, and as entirely immanent to the 
prevailing medium of the JULIA STOSCHEK COLLECTION. GENERATION 
LOSS is a show without an external theme: the imperative subject is the 
collection itself. 
 
It describes the process of qualitative degradation in successive copies (of 
data). Anything that reduces the quality of (a) representation when copying – 
and would cause further reduction in quality when making a copy of the copy – 
can be considered a kind of ‘generation loss’. In the show’s context, this 
representation is to be understood to include politics, cultures, affections, 
voices, lives and uncompressed video files similarly. There is also an allusion 
to the peculiar heredities of this art form's history in the title, too. The ways in 
which generations of artists affect one another; the discourses that awkwardly 
straddle technology-specific periods of artist’s moving image makers; how 
influence may auger revolt, revision, renewed accord; how artist’s moving 
image is a uniquely reactive, dependent medium whose intimacy with the 
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vicissitudes of mainstream tech confers a kind of automatic collusion with the 
culture at large that is pretty much unique to it – to moving image works. 
 
Formally, the exhibition will very visibly connect works, in what is, I hope, a 
sort of straightforward, socially demonstrative way: projected works will be 
screened in choreographed sequences and in proximity to one another. This 
will be partially achieved using acoustic glass to divide the works and 
effectively block sound leaks, but allows you to see through to other spaces, 
works. We plan to pretty much do away with the preeminent, isolated black 
box of video installation. No work alone, all works in relation.  In the face of a 
medium whose very specific and incumbent historicity is defined by its de facto 
adherence to whatever technology’s planned obsolescence, I suppose I want 
to vividly collapse certain divisions and afford works a freedom from that 
technological historicity; I want things to hold together in more of a chorus. Or 
not a chorus, but a kind of community of discrete things in choreographed 
accord. 
 
[…*] 
 
[To be practical, I would ask, in this instance, if you would allow me to project 
your work, according to the social rubric of the exhibition’s entirety. The works 
are all more or less visible – other shorter pieces in sequences that 
choreograph and synchronise throughout the space. Your video will not be 
interrupted or overlapped, but other works will be visible through panes of 
soundproof glass local to the work. Each work in the show has been shed of 
its own singular parenthesis, and returned to a status of deep relation. As I 
hope is apparent in the above write-up, this show is predicated on a 
community of works and artists and ideas. This communitarian form is 
fundamental to proceedings.] 
 
I can of course furnish you with further information. 
 
Do let me know your thoughts. 
 
Very warmly, 
 
Ed Atkins 

 
(Variations of this letter were sent to all of the artists and estates participating in 
GENERATION LOSS – 10 YEARS OF THE JULIA STOSCHEK COLLECTION) 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
After more than 15 exhibitions and eight international collaborative projects, JULIA 
STOSCHEK COLLECTION is now celebrating its 10th anniversary in June this year. 
 
The anniversary exhibition is developed by the British artist Ed Atkins. 
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Across 48 works, GENERATION LOSS showcases a vast spectrum of works, and is 
devised to confront the collection’s historicity within an installation of both stark 
visibility and collective theatricality. GENERATION LOSS is a looping performance 
about the tacit interrelationships of the JULIA STOSCHEK COLLECTION, the 
illusions and realities of the medium of artists’ moving image, and the ways in which 
generations – of artists, technologies, discources – inherit, lose, change or uphold 
their inhertitance.  
 
The exhibition will feature works by Eleanor Antin, Ed Atkins & Simon Thompson, 
Charles Atlas, Lutz Bacher, Lynda Benglis, Klaus vom Bruch, Bernadette 
Corporation, Johanna Billing, Dara Birnbaum, Hannah Black, Chris Burden, Matt 
Calderwood,  Patty Chang, Ian Cheng, Jen DeNike, Nathalie Djurberg & Hans Berg, 
Cheryl Donegan, Trisha Donnelly, Cao Fei, Peter Fischli & David Weiss, Dara 
Friedman, Cyprien Gaillard, Douglas Gordon, Barbara Hammer, Christian 
Jankowski, Joan Jonas, Imi Knoebel, Mark Leckey, Klara Lidén, Gordon Matta-Clark, 
Paul McCarthy, Lutz Mommartz, Bruce Nauman, Jon Rafman, Lucy Raven, Reynold 
Reynolds & Patrick Jolley, James Richards, Rachel Rose, Jack Smith, Wolfgang 
Tillmans,  Ulay & Marina Abramović, Steina Vasulka, Hannah Wilke, Jordan Wolfson, 
Tobias Zielony 
 
 
THE CONCEPT OF THE JULIA STOSCHEK COLLECTION 
 
The principle behind the private collection of contemporary art is the aspect of 
contemporaneity, connected to the aspiration of reflecting social and cultural trends 
of the respectively current generation. 
 
The constantly growing collection is consequently focused in its conception on the 
moving image from the 1960s onwards and spans a range of disciplines: video, 
single and multiple image projections of analogous and digital film material, 
multimedia environments as well as computer and internet based installations, not to 
mention ephemeral art forms such as performances. The collection currently 
comprises over 750 works by approximately 250 mostly European and American 
artists.  
 
Ed Atkins ( Born 1982 in Oxford, UK, lives and works in Berlin, Germany) studied at 
St. Martin's College of Art and Design and the Slade School of Fine Art in London. 
Previous solo exhibitions include Tate Britain, London; The Kitchen, New York;  
Chisenhale Gallery, London; Castello di Rivoli in Turin; DHC Art, Montreal; MMK 
Frankfurt; Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam. His collected writings, A Primer for 
Cadavers, is available now from Fitzcarraldo Editions.  
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION  
 
OPENING  
10 June 2017, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.  
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EXHIBITION DURATION 
10 June 2017–10 June 2018 
 
OPENING HOURS 
Saturdays & Sundays, 11 a.m.–6 p.m. and by appointment 
 
SPECIAL GUIDED TOURS 
Also outside opening hours.  
Cost: EUR 20.00 per person for groups of 10–25 persons. 
 
For enquiries and to register, please send an e-mail to visit@julia-stoschek-collection.net 
Free of charge for groups of students from universities, colleges and art academies 
 
FACEBOOK /juliastoschekcollection 
INSTAGRAM @juliastoschekcollection 
#juliastoschekcollection #generationloss #10years#jsc 
 
For images please use the following link:  
https://app.box.com/s/52xmxr0xcsfzpp9m7ctahkja25y7ix62 
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