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Images from the Unconscious: exhibition provides 
visitors access to psychiatric patients’ inner worlds 
On view at Marres in Maastricht from 22 March to 6 June 2022  
 
From March 22, Marres, House for Contemporary Culture, presents the exhibition 
Images from the Unconscious. The artworks in this exhibition belong to an 
extraordinary collection that will be on display in the Netherlands for the first 
time. Schizophrenic patients created them between 1946 and 1998 during the 
revolutionary therapy by psychiatrist Nise da Silveira. Marres exhibits the works 
of three artists who worked with her: Carlos Pertuis, Adelina Gomes and 
Fernando Diniz. Their oeuvres, which contain Neolithic sculptures and colorful 
mandala’s, provide visitors access to their inner worlds. 
 
Occupational Therapy Ward 
Out of dissatisfaction with the then conventional treatment methods such as 
electroshock, lobotomy, and insulin coma, Nise da Silveira started the 
Occupational Therapy Ward at the Centro Psiquiátrico Nacional in Rio de Janeiro. 
Her creative therapy proved to both to calm the patients and access their inner 
worlds. 
 
Museu de Imagens do Inconsciente 
With the works created at the Occupational Therapy Ward, Da Silveira opened a 
gallery in 1952: Museum of Images from the Unconscious (the Museu de Imagens 
do Inconsciente). Nowadays, the museum is still part of the hospital on the 
outskirts of Rio and therapists continue to follow Da Silveira’s methods. The 
collection contains over 400,000 works, and is officially recognized as artistic 
Brazilian heritage. 
 
Artists 
Images from the Unconscious displays the works of three artists who worked 
with Da Silveira for over half a century: Carlos Pertuis, Adelina Gomes and 
Fernando Diniz. Their oeuvres provided the psychiatric team with leitmotifs to 
gain insight into their grief and struggles. Da Silveira linked these motives to 
ancient mythologies which, following Jung, she believed to be part of the 
collective unconscious. Often incapable to communicate with words, many 
patients resorted to communicate with images that came from a deeper source 
of the patients’ sensory lives. 
 
Fernando Diniz (1918–1999) 
In July 1944, Fernando Diniz violently resisted arrest for swimming nude at 
Copacabana beach. He was brought to the psychiatric hospital. Da Silveira and 
her team viewed Diniz’s painting process as an incessant struggle to restructure 
his internal disorder. Starting out from chaotic forms, Diniz traced out a path 
little by little, as if he was consciously designing a method of self-cure. It brought 



him to draw the circular forms that Da Silveira recognized as mandalas. Carl Jung 
viewed them as primordial shapes stemming from the collective unconscious 
that symbolized the psyche working to restore balance and spiritual health. 
 
Adelina Gomes (1916 - 1984) 
Considered a violent person, Adelina Gomes was locked in the infirmary. Her 
family had brought and abandoned her at the hospital nine years earlier. Da 
Silveira was warned against Gomes who was deemed “aggressive and 
dangerous,” but found a broken woman. Gomes made a colorful series of 
paintings that depict people, houses, and trains transforming into flowers, birds, 
and plants. Da Silveira found in the plant world metamorphoses an illuminating 
parallel to the Greek myth of Daphne. 
 
Carlos Pertuis (1910 - 1977) 
In 1939 at the age of 29, Carlos Pertuis was admitted to the hospital. When Da 
Silveira met him, he was practically incomprehensible due to many electroshock 
treatments. With great intensity, over thirty years Pertuis produced about 
21,500 works: drawings, paintings, modellings, woodcuts, and writings. In his 
Fantastic Beings series, the lower bodies of human figures merge with various 
forms, giving rise to extraordinary beings. Jung pointed out that fantastic beings 
come to life as archetypes in the imagination of all human beings and serve as 
the source of a universal mythology. 
 
Curators 
Curators of Images from the Unconscious are Luiz Pertuis Mello and Luiza Mello. 
Luis began to work with Nise da Silveira in 1974. Since that time, he has been 
developing, organizing, and raising awareness about the collection and research 
of the Museu de Imagens do Inconsciente. Luiza is a producer, publisher, and 
curator based in Rio de Janeiro. In 2018, she was co-curator of the exhibition 
Dreaming Awake at Marres, for which she, together with artists Luis Zerbini, 
Daniel Steegmann Mangrané and Dominique Gonzalez-Foerster, converted the 
house to an urban jungle. 
 
More information 
More information and tickets for Images from the Unconscious 
at	www.marres.org.	 
 
 
Note for editors 
For more information,	images, and	interview requests with artists and 
curators,	please contact Renée Schmeetz, Communications 
manager:	renee.schmeetz@marres.org, 06 120 349 75. 
 
Opening 20 March 
An official opening for press and guests will take place on Sunday, March 20 
from 4 to 7 pm. Curators Luis Pertuis Mello and Luiza Mello will also be present. 
 
 


