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Los Angeles, CA, January 4, 2022—Blum & Poe is pleased to present Pigeon Sweat, the gallery’s second 
solo exhibition with Brooklyn-based artist Eddie Martinez.  
 
This new suite of large-scale paintings captures Martinez’s mastery of revealing the representational 
through abstraction. He channels speed, impulse, and automatism in combination with tradition and art 
historical precedents, manifesting compositions that are simultaneously journalistic and autobiographical. 
With Pigeon Sweat, Martinez records snippets of life as it happens—quotidian vignettes in which Raid cans 
aim at wasps, foliage crawls a loggia wall, and toys litter a toddler’s floor. Variously combining oil, enamel, and 
spray paint on canvas, Martinez also often layers unexpected materials from the studio in his collaged 
surfaces—perhaps a discarded baby wipe lending dimension to the wing of a butterfly painting. 
 
The exhibition’s eponymous artwork, Pigeon Sweat (2021), is a still life with vibrant blocks of color and 
expressive strokes. Against a strawberry-milkshake-pink background, cartoonish forms cluster together at 
the painting’s center with imagery that conjures loose associations and dreamlike meanderings. Sneakers, 
plant leaves, a clown’s profile? With color planes peeking out from layers of overpainting, these shapes serve 
as vehicles for surfing one’s own subconscious. The title itself is scrawled beneath as part of the 
composition, defining the painting architecturally.  
 
The painting Loggia (2021) belongs to Martinez’s ongoing Whiteout series—with densely packed 
landscapes and animated flora painted over in white, his rich signature hues washed over in white. The 
bulbous and biomorphic plant forms depict the loggia of the Los Angeles gallery’s garden and in this tonal 
range and state of partial-erasure appear pale, delicate, almost ghost-like. All Space (2021) exemplifies 
Martinez’s robustly active and spontaneous pseudo-representational painting style, replete with various 
signifiers from the artist’s personal iconographic lexicon. The checkered blockhead, a longstanding 
caricature from the Martinez-verse, makes an appearance within a landscape of thick brushstrokes and 
energetic, gestural mark-making. Rendered with bold forms, strong lines, highly textured surfaces, and a 
distinctive personal visual vernacular honed over many years, each body of work in this presentation 
conceals and reveals that which lives under the surface.  
 
Eddie Martinez (b. 1977, Groton Naval Base, CT) lives and works in Brooklyn, NY. Martinez’s unconventional 
practice has received growing institutional support with five museum solo shows in the last four years, 
including at the Museum of Contemporary Art Detroit, MI and the Yuz Museum, Shanghai, China in 2019, a 
show of new sculptures and paintings at the Bronx Museum of the Arts, Bronx, NY in 2018, an exhibition that 
featured a rotating display of his recent works on paper at the Drawing Center, New York, NY in 2017, and an 
exhibition at the Davis Museum at Wellesley College, Wellesley, MA in 2017. His works are represented in 
international public collections including the Aurora Museum, Shanghai, China; Bronx Museum of the Arts, 
Bronx, NY; Davis Museum at Wellesley College, Wellesley, MA; Hiscox Collection, London, UK; La Colección 



 

Jumex, Mexico City, Mexico; Marciano Collection, Los Angeles, CA; Morgan Library & Museum, New York, 
NY; National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.; RISD Museum, Providence, RI; Saatchi Collection, London, UK; 
and the Yuz Museum, Shanghai, China, among others. 
 
 
 
 
About Blum & Poe 
 
Blum & Poe was founded by Tim Blum and Jeff Poe in Santa Monica in September of 1994 as a space to 
show local and international contemporary art in all media. Blum’s extensive experience in the Japanese art 
world combined with Poe’s keen knowledge of emerging artists in Los Angeles resulted in an international 
program of influential artists. Throughout a twenty-seven-year history, Blum & Poe has shaped the 
trajectory of contemporary art by championing artists at all stages of their careers—cultivating the lineages 
that run between emerging and established practices, and working with artist estates to generate new 
discourse surrounding historical work. Currently, Blum & Poe represents forty-eight artists and eight estates 
from sixteen countries worldwide. 
 
In 2003 the gallery moved to a larger space in Culver City, and in 2009 Blum & Poe purchased and 
renovated its current 22,000 square foot complex on La Cienega Boulevard. In this location the gallery has 
since staged museum-caliber surveys, examining the historical work of such movements as the Japanese 
Mono-ha school (2012); the Korean Dansaekhwa monochrome painters (2014); the European postwar 
movement CoBrA (2015); Japanese art of 1980s and '90s (2019); a rereading of Brazilian Modernism (2019); 
and a revisionist take on the 1959 MoMA exhibition, New Images of Man (2020). To produce these 
exhibitions, Blum & Poe has worked with celebrated curators such as Alison M. Gingeras, Sofia Gotti, Joan 
Kee, and Mika Yoshitake.  
 
In 2014, Blum & Poe opened galleries in New York and Tokyo to focus on intimately scaled projects in new 
contexts. These expansions tie into the gallery’s wide-reaching program that includes exhibitions, lectures, 
performance series, screenings, and an annual art book fair at its base in Los Angeles. Blum & Poe’s 
publishing division democratically circulates its program through original scholarship and accessible media 
ranging from academic monographs, audio series, magazines, to artists’ books. In 2020, the gallery launched 
Blum & Poe Broadcasts, an online platform showcasing artists’ projects in conjunction with physical 
installations or as standalone digital endeavors. 
 
Across the three global locations, Blum & Poe prioritizes environmental and community stewardship in all 
operations. In 2015, Blum & Poe was certified as an Arts:Earth Partnership (AEP) green art gallery in Los 
Angeles and consequently became one of the first green certified galleries in the United States. The gallery 
is also a member of the Gallery Climate Coalition, which works to facilitate a more sustainable commercial 
art world and reduce the industry’s collective carbon footprint. Blum & Poe is committed to fostering 
inclusive and equitable communities both in their physical and online spaces and believes that everybody 
should have equal access to creating and engaging with contemporary art. 
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