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There are no posters in the actual  exhibi t ion.  And the t i t le is 
confusing. I t ’s  obviously a play off  of  E.M. Forster ’s A Room with a 
View .  But the t i t le of  th is exhibi t ion exists only in the realm of  the 
impossible or extremely v io lent.  And whi le I  would prefer not to th ink 
about those realms they are always there.  Which is scary.  I ’m not a fan 
of horror f i lms unt i l  I  see them and real ize that  for  the most part  they 
aren’ t  that  scary.  I t  seems I ’m just  afraid of  the idea of  being scared. 
Forster has another book cal led Where Angels Fear to Tread  and 
spoi ler  a ler t  i t ’s  about the death of  a baby which is very sad and lends 
the otherwise tr iv ia l  banter and banal  though wit ty observat ions a 
ser ious punch in the face. 

We l ive in a wor ld where stupidi ty and br i l l iance are bedfel lows and 
sometimes i t ’s  hard to te l l  the di fference, somet imes because of 
drunkenness, at  other t imes intent ional ly but most ly because of 
i l l i teracy.  The pr ison f i lm genre is another form that I  f ind hard to 
stomach. Seeing that much in just ice pi led upon the idea of  just ice is so 
infur iat ing that i t  begins to tap on the door of  a realm beyond 
understanding, beyond what the brain can absorb.  I f  I  th ink about i t 
too long I  would get a panic at tack.  When I  was 15 I  at tended a High 
School  for  the Arts in Los Angeles where there was a student named 
Rigoberto J imenez who had been in a very popular movie cal led 
American Me  which was loosely based on actual  events and persons. 
In the movie there is a pr ison rape scene which so infur iated the real 
members of  the gang, that  the f i lm was modeled on, that  the leaders 
of  the gang retal iated by k i l l ing the consul tants who had advised the 
director Edward James Olmos on the f i lms authent ic i ty. 

I  was born in 1978 and in that  epoch a rash of  f i lms were made with 
names l ike,  Nazi Love Camp 27 ,  The Last Orgy of  the Third Reich ,  She 
Devi ls of  the SS  which is inspired by I lsa,  She Wolf  of  the SS ,  Lager 
5 L’ Inferno del le Donne ,  Le Deportate del la Sezione Speciale SS  and 
The Black Gestapo  which was a melange of  Nazi  sexploi tat ion and 
blaxploi tat ion,  just  to name a few. Many of  these f i lms were I ta l ian and 
most of  them were made between 1976 and 1978. But the larger point 
is  that  th is was such a t remendously popular and widely excepted form 
of entertainment that  i t  launched the career of  Tinto Brass wi th his 
Salon Ki t ty  and almost ended the career of  Luchino Viscont i  who’s 
The Damned  was a colossal  f lop.  The Night Porter  by Li l iana Cavani  is 
the only movie that  I ’m aware of  d i rected by a woman deal ing wi th the 
subject  of  a woman exploi ted,  raped and ki l led by Nazis.  I t ’s  a ser ious 
f i lm and very scary.  And so I  walk ginger ly into the 21 st century.  Where 
Angels Fear to Tread  comes from a l ine in Alexander Pope’s An Essay 
on Cri t ic ism: “For fools rush in where angels fear to t read”.

Wi l l  Benedict

-

Wil l  Benedict  (B.  1978, Los Angeles) l ives and works in Par is. 
The art ist ’s upcoming and recent exhibi t ion include Biennial  of  the 
Moving Image ,  Geneva (2020),  Centre d’Art  Contemporain Geneva, 
I  Wi l l  Medieval  Future You 6 ,  Art  Center Sonje,  Seoul  (2019),  I  AM A 
PROBLEM, MMK - Frankfurt  am Main (2018),  Fict ion is a Terr ib le En-
emy ,  Fondazione Giul iani ,  Rome, Law and Order,  Simon Lee Gal lery, 
Hong Kong (2017) and Corrupt ion Feeds ,  Bergen Kunsthal l  (2014), 
among others.  This is his second solo presentat ion at  the gal lery.
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