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Press view: Monday 17th May 2021 
 

One of the great pioneers of abstraction, Sonia Delaunay was a key figure in the Parisian avant-

garde. Delaunay, no doubt one of the most influential female artists of her time, is known for 

her sense of depth and movement and her bold approach to colour.  BASTIAN’s forthcoming 

exhibition brings together a number of works from Delaunay’s Rythmes-Couleurs series that 

epitomise the bold yet simple colourful forms that were typical of her late period of abstraction.   

 

Published in 1966, Rythmes-Couleurs (Rhythm Colours) included 11 gouaches reproduced as 

pochoirs with text by Jacques Damase that extoled the ‘inner power of art through the 

juxtaposition of contrasting colour’.  The poetic language of colour and form, pioneered by the 

radical movement of Orphism that Delaunay and her husband, Robert, developed in the mid-

1910s, is also known as ‘Simultaneous Contrast’ where the artist combines primary and 

secondary tones, imbuing the works with emotional and vibrant energy.  This was inspired by 

the scientific theories of Michel-Eugène Chevreul.  

 

Delaunay herself had been exposed to many different types of artist practice; born Sara Stern in 

Odessa, Ukraine, she then studied in St Petersburg before moving to Germany and Paris.  There 

she was compelled to experiment with colour, stimulated by the German Expressionists, Fauves 

and Post-Impressionists who resided there.  For Delaunay colour was ‘the skin of the world’ and 

she developed a fascination with making colour the focus of her works; this is particularly 

apparent in the Rythmes-Couleurs series where we see a heightened freedom in the rhythmic 

patchwork of abstract, bright forms, many of which became the inspiration for mosaics, textiles 

and tapestries.  By using colour in a bold, imaginative way and by employing basic geometric 

forms in conjunction with this colour, Delaunay was able to suggest different depths of planes 

and a sense of movement in her paintings. Interestingly, Delaunay would regularly take early 

works of her and her husband (1910-20s) as the inspiration for her late-career works on paper, 

particularly the Rythmes-Couleurs series.   
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By the time of Delaunay’s death in 1979, her colourful contribution to modern art was being 

widely recognised. As well as being the first living female artist to be exhibited at the Louvre, 

President Pompidou gifted her painting Rythmes-Couleurs no 1633 to President Nixon during an 

official visit.  Since her death, Sonia Delaunay has been the subject of major retrospectives 

around the world including most notably the recent exhibitions at Musée d’Art Moderne de la 

Ville de Paris in 2014 and Tate Modern in 2015. 

 

 

Notes to Editors  

 

Title   Sonia Delaunay: Rhythm and Colour 

 

Exhibition Dates Tuesday 18th May – Sunday 27th June 2021 

 

Location  BASTIAN, 8 Davies Street, London W1K 3DW  

www.bastian-gallery.com   

   020 3940 5009 

 

Opening Hours  Tuesday - Saturday, 10am – 6pm  

 
Admission Free 

 

Getting there Located in the heart of Mayfair, the closest underground stations are 

Green Park (on the Jubilee, Piccadilly and Victoria lines) and Bond Street 

(on the Central and Jubilee lines).  The nearest rail station is Charing 

Cross.   

 

 

BASTIAN 

 
Established by Céline and Heiner Bastian in 1989, the gallery is directed by Aeneas Bastian since 

2016.  20th Century artists, such as Pablo Picasso, Jean Dubuffet, as well as German and 

American post-war artists including Joseph Beuys, Anselm Kiefer, Cy Twombly, Robert 

Rauschenberg and Andy Warhol, form the core of the exhibition program.  

 

The gallery publishes numerous exhibition catalogues, artist monographs and catalogues 

raisonnés. BASTIAN participates at international art fairs, such as MASTERPIECE London, Taipei 

Dangdai, Art Cologne and Art Düsseldorf. 

 

http://www.bastian-gallery.com/
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From 2007 until 2019 BASTIAN Berlin has shown exhibitions dedicated to modern 

and contemporary art. At the beginning of 2019, the Bastian family donated their building Am 

Kupfergraben to the State Museums of Berlin, who have established an art education center 

there, which was inaugurated on 1 September 2019. 

 

Located in Mayfair, the London gallery opened on 1 February 2019. Since its opening the gallery 

has presented solo exhibitions of Andy Warhol, Cy Twombly, Ulrich Erben, Dan Flavin, Hans 

Hofmann, Pablo Picasso and Robert Rauschenberg.  

 

All enquiries, high res images and further information: 
 

Rachael Beaty, Chloé Nelkin Consulting 
E: rachael@chloenelkinconsulting.com, T: 07891 784900 
W: www.chloenelkinconsulting.com  
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