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A House is not a Home is the first exhibition 
of Nicolas Brulhart, the new artistic director 
of FRI ART Kunsthalle Fribourg. It brings 
together a new generation of artists who 
adopt classical codes of sculpture and 
painting in accordance with our times. When 
integrating the exhibition space, these works 
question our unequal relation with the idea 
of home. Who can claim to be at home, and 
under which conditions?

Link to press release and images

http://www.fri-art.ch/en/exhibitions/a-house-is-not-a-home
http://comm@fri-art.ch
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1u4n901mMUrLDTHY3OyH8jN4QFQIxcypY


Lewis Hammond, Study for a Tomb (This Godforsaken Isle), 2018, oil on board, 35 x 25 cm

A House is not a Home / A Home is not a House is a double 
exhibition that addresses the binary logic of  identification and 
identity. The exhibition presents the works  of thirteen artists 
who have in common a relation to spatiality. They share an 
intuition that  links architecture to embodiment.  Occupying a 
certain space, the works do not take their  place for granted. They 
contest  the course that leads them from their conception to 
their  reception. Though the works  address a visitor’s attention,  
they also refuse to be subjected to a normative interpretation.
Oscillating between the public house of art and the private  
home of the self, the artworks  befall one realm with the other. 
They refer more or less sincerely to domestication, to the 
decorative, to classical artistic mediums, and to craftsmanship. 
Often  made by the hand of the artist, their materiality emanates 
a  certain charme but, perversely,  also alludes to the precarity of 
artistic production.
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A Home is not a House (30.11–12.01.2019) takes up the task 
of showing works of the same artists who were in the  first 
exhibition. As does a mirror, this reflection addresses the  relation 
of identity to space, from the other side. By creating another 
image of the exhibition, one that begins on the inside, the 
second iteration makes the house unhomely again. Decoration 
and architecture get mixed up. From the comfortable and 
familiar feeling of the first show, the artworks now grow a double 
and release the anxiety of identity. They share the awareness 
of this return with the visitor and become other in many ways. 
They come back, dig deeper, repeat, imitate and confuse. In 
this restaging of an exhibition, the House never equals the 
Home. From this déjà-vu, one might be left with a feeling  of 
estrangement. That which you turn around and look for is 
already gone. And the subject surfaces haunting.

Claudia Lemke, To all the flowers, shout out loud, no more silent screams, 2019, 75x120 cm, 
oil on mdf



Support

Obwald Kultur Kanton Erna und Curt Burgauer

Gina Fischli, Capital House, 2019, Fimo, Ply, 50 x 50 x 60 cm


