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Back to School: Dr. Jörn Günther Rare Books Brings a Collection 

of Instructive Literature to Frieze Masters  

 

 

 
Plutarch, The Lives of Romulus and Cato the Younger. Illuminated manuscript on vellum, made for Philippa of 

Guelders. France, Paris, c. 1508. Dr. Jörn Günther Rare Books AG. EUR 1.4 million 

 

 

While autumn is the time to go back to school, Dr. Jörn Günther Rare Books returns to Frieze 

Masters this autumn (3-6 October 2019) with an exquisite selection of museum quality, 

medieval and Renaissance illuminated manuscripts, miniatures, and early printed books. This 

year’s special focus lies in instructive literature from the Middle Ages and the Renaissance. 

Over the years, Dr. Jörn Günther has distinguished himself as a dealer of royal books. From 

his collection, he will present unique, extremely rare manuscripts that were used for 

educational purposes at royal courts in 15th- and 16th-century Europe. 

One of the highlights that Dr. Jörn Günther Rare Books is bringing to Frieze Masters this year 

is a stunningly beautiful manuscript version of Plutarch’s The Lives of Romulus and Cato the 

Younger. It was commissioned around 1508 by Phillippa of Guelders for her oldest son and 
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heir, Antoine of Lorraine. This outstanding manuscript was part of the young prince’s 

collection of instructive literature. The lives of Romulus and Cato the Younger had much to 

teach a young prince who moved in the circle of the French kings. Romulus was exemplary 

for his inspired military and political leadership in early Rome, and Cato for his stubborn 

tenacity against corruption and in upholding republican values against the dictatorship of 

Julius Caesar. This manuscript contains 54 monumental miniatures, each as large as a panel 

painting, in detailed architectural gilt-frames, all in breath-taking condition. This 

extraordinary manuscript has only recently come on the market and will be presented at 

Frieze Masters with an asking price of 1.4 million euro. 

 

 

Ludolphus Carthusiensis, Vita Christi, vol. II. Illuminated manuscript on vellum, 

 made for Philippa of Guelders. France, Paris, 1506-1508. 

Dr. Jörn Günther Rare Books AG. EUR 2.2 million 

 

Another manuscript that was commissioned by Philippa of Guelders and her husband, Duke 

René II of Lorraine, is an impressive, large-format volume of the second part of the popular 

Vita Christi, or La grande vie du Christ in French translation by Guillaume Lemenand. The 

ducal couple’s coat of arms and their portraits adorn the finest pages in the book. This text in 

French would have been read aloud to Philippa and her ladies in waiting, or would have 

served to educate young nobility at court. The manuscript contains an extensive cycle of fine 

miniatures, illuminated by the Master of the Chronique Scandaleuse. The volume at hand is 

preserved in an almost untouched condition, conveying an unblemished, fresh, and immediate 

impression of the artist’s mastery. The long history of this manuscript’s provenance is known, 
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as Philippa bequeathed her book, consisting of two volumes, to the convent to which she 

retired as a widow. The other volume has also been preserved and is currently housed at 

Lyon’s Bibliothèque municipale (ms. 5125). This outstanding work is on the market at an 

asking price of 2.2 million euro. 

 

 

Compendium for Juan II, King of Castile and Leon. Illuminated manuscript on vellum. Spain, c. 1425 

Dr. Jörn Günther Rare Books AG. EUR 2.4 million 
 

Dr. Jörn Günther Rare Books’ line-up for Frieze Masters includes another piece of instructive 

literature for European royalty, a unique royal manuscript that was made for Juan II of Castile 

and Leon around 1425. It was later presumably inherited by his daughter Isabella, Queen of 

Spain. This compendium of texts, as a ‘mirror of princes’, offers instruction on how the king 

should govern. It is a previously unknown testimony of royal duties with a personal touch. 

The lively, colourful miniatures present the king in his role as the supreme law-giver, 

governor, military leader, and as an example of chivalric conduct. They show how royal 

identity is defined and may also provide a portrayal of the monarch for the next generations. 

A provocative map of the world from just before the Age of Discovery shows how 15th-

century Spain saw itself and its place in the world. This engaging manuscript is on the market 

at an asking price of 2.4 million euro. 

 

        - Ends - 
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Notes to editors 

 

Dr. Jörn Günther Rare Books AG will be exhibiting at Frieze Masters in Regent’s Park (stand 

E3) from the 3rd to the 6th of October 2019, with a preview day on the 2nd of October. 

 

Exhibition Highlights 

 

 Plutarch, The Lives of Romulus and Cato the Younger, in the French translation of 

Simon Bourgoyn, made for Philippa of Guelders, manuscript on vellum, illuminated 

by the Master of Philippa of Guelders, Jean Coene IV, and a third talented artist from 

the Pichore circle. France, Paris, c. 1508. 350 x 220 mm. 218 leaves, with 54 full-page 

miniatures. 

 Ludolphus Carthusiensis, Vita Christi, translated into French by Guillaume 

Lemenand, made for Philippa of Guelders, volume II, manuscript on vellum, 

illuminated by the Master of the Chronique Scandaleuse. France, Paris, 1506-1508. 

355 x 250 mm. 333 leaves, with 2 three-quarter-page miniatures and 81 column-wide 

miniatures introducing each chapter. 

 Compendium for Juan II, King of Castile and Leon, illuminated manuscript on 

vellum. Spain, c. 1425. 185 x 140 mm. 63 leaves, with 7 full-page miniatures, 1 large 

historiated initial, 1 historiated border, large ornamental initials. 

 

Profile 

 

Dr. Jörn Günther’s passion for medieval books and manuscripts predates the establishment of 

his art dealership in 1990, which today consists of two locations in the historic Swiss 

municipalities of Stalden and Basel. With a team of specialists at the helm, Dr. Jörn Günther 

Rare Books provides scholarly services, expert advice, long-term support on the development 

of collections, and the acquisition and sale of manuscripts, miniatures, and rare early printed 

books from the Middle Ages and the Renaissance. 

 

With a lifetime of bibliophilia and 40 years of scholarly pursuit under his belt, Dr. Jörn 

Günther has earned a reputation as one of the world’s foremost specialists and voices of 

authority in his field. He has been instrumental in the composition of some of the best 

collections worldwide and has worked with leading international museums and institutions, 

such as New York’s Metropolitan Museum of Art and the J. Paul Getty Museum in Los 

Angeles, and alongside private collectors on a quest to create and develop their own 

collections. 

 

Press 

 

Dr. Jörn Günther is a specialist in rare books and manuscripts. He is a confident spokesperson 

and is available for comment, newspaper, television, and radio interviews before and 

throughout the duration of the fair. 

For press enquiries please contact Vera Hohleiter: vh@guenther-rarebooks.com, 

+41612757554 (Basel location), and Erin Donovan: +41795927927 (on-site at Frieze 

Masters). 


