
In celebration of Joe Tilson’s 90th birthday, and as part of the Royal 
Academy of Arts 250th anniversary events, one hundred flags 
featuring artwork by Tilson will fly above London’s Regent’s Street, 
from 4 June until 31 August 2018. The designs for the flags are 
inspired by Tilson’s lifelong love of Italy and include elements of 
Venetian church facades, geometric mosaics and tiled pavements. 
Tilson’s paintings and prints will feature in numerous exhibitions 
over the summer months (see editors notes for a full list of events), 
concluding with a major exhibition at the Alan Cristea Gallery; Joe 
Tilson at 90, on free public display from 1 - 22 September 2018. 

Born in London in 1928, in 1949 Tilson attended St. Martin’s 
School of Art with Leon Kossoff and Frank Auerbach, and contin-
ued his training in 1952 at the Royal College of Art with Peter Blake, 
Allen Jones, Patrick Caulfield and David Hockney, who alongside 
Tilson were instrumental in the birth of British Pop Art.  

Alan Cristea, who has worked with Joe Tilson for almost fifty years, 
comments, “Pop artists intentionally dealt with the transitory, the 
fashionable and the superficial. Tilson and his contemporaries en-
joyed a love-hate relationship with a world in which the commodity 
became king. With the realisation that humanity and nature were 
the constant, and political engagement largely fruitless, Tilson 
turned instead to cultural history, and, in particular, to the art and 
architecture of Italy.”

For the Regent’s Street Flag designs, Tilson selected details of 
prints from his The Stones of Venice series, (2015 - 2018) many of 
which feature Venetian churches he particularly likes. “I’m fond of 
the little-known ones, the ‘secret’ ones most people walk straight 
past, such as San Pantalon, San Zan Degolà or Santa Maria della 
Visitazione” Tilson comments. 
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Joe Tilson at 90

He made his first visit to the country in 1949, to look at the mosaics 
in St Mark’s, Venice and in Cefalu, Sciliy, and has since drawn a 
lifetime of inspiration from Italy, dividing his time since between 
London, Tuscany and Venice. 

He married in Venice in 1956, represented Britain at the Venice 
Biennale in 1964 and has had a house in Dorsoduro since 2002. 
The thirty different flag designs demonstrate Tilson’s layering of 
saturated, primary colours, architecture and design; Venetian 
church façades paired with bold geometric patterns of the city’s 
stone and tiled walls and floors.

Joe Tilson at 90 at the Alan Cristea Gallery will feature Tilson’s 
groundbreaking screenprints and collages from the sixties togeth-
er with his most recent prints, including Postcards from Venice, 
2011-12. Tilson continues to develop his The Stones of Venice 
series, from which the designs of the flags have been taken, and 
the exhibition will feature new hand-coloured prints exploring 
Venetian architectural motifs. Since 1970 Tilson has kept note-
books; a complete record of where and what was going on, people 
met, places seen, poetry, and illustrations of works in progress, all 
interspersed with personal thoughts. A selection of these will be 
on view in the exhibition.

Tilson’s work will also be included in a group exhibition at the Alan 
Cristea Gallery; Royal Academicians in Focus (21 June - 31 July 
2018) will feature recent print projects by artists including Michael 
Craig-Martin, Antony Gormley, Cornelia Parker, Yinka Shonibare.  
See Editors’ Notes for full details.
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Flag design for RA250 Flags. Venetian architectural motifs from works which will be feature in exhibition at Alan Cristea Gallery, London.



Editor’s Notes

A lifelong dedicated and visionary printmaker, Tilson’s work is held 
in collections across the world including Tate, London; Victoria 
& Albert Museum, London; Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool; The 
Stedelijk, Amsterdam; Kunsthalle, Basel; Galleria Nazzionale d Arte 
Moderna, Rome; Australian National Gallery, Canberra; Museum of 
Modern Art; New York; Walker Art Center, Minneapolis; Yale Centre 
for British Art, Connecticut.

Tilson lives and works in London and Venice. He celebrates his 90th 
birthday on 24 August 2018. The Alan Cristea Gallery is the exclu-
sive worldwide representative for Joe Tilson’s original prints.

Tilson’s works will feature in the following exhibitions:

RA250 Flags
100 Flags featuring the artwork of Joe Tilson will fly 
above Regent’s Street
Regents Street, London
4 June - 31 August 2018
 
Summer Exhibition 2018
Paintings and prints by Joe Tilson will feature 
Royal Academy of Arts, London
12 June - 19 August 2018
 
Royal Academicians in Focus
An exhibition that will include the prints that Joe Tilson’s flags 
are based on, alongside recent print projects by artists including 
Michael Craig-Martin, Antony Gormley, Cornelia Parker and Yinka 
Shonibare
Alan Cristea Gallery, London
21 June - 31 July 2018
 
Joe Tilson at 90
A retrospective of Joe Tilson’s printmaking, from the sixties until 
the present day
Alan Cristea Gallery, London
1 - 22 September 2018
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About Alan Cristea Gallery

Prompted by a continuing ambition to ‘paper the world in original 
art’, Alan Cristea opened his eponymous gallery in 1995. The 
gallery is the primary representative for a number of renowned 
contemporary artists, artists’ estates and emerging artists, and 
is one of the world’s leading publishers of original contemporary 
prints and editions. Having expanded considerably over the 
past 21 years, in October 2016 the gallery moved to new, larger,                  
bespoke premises, better suited to the representation of the       
gallery’s growing roster of celebrated and international artists.  

The Alan Cristea Gallery is entirely artist-led and is dedicated 
to assisting artists in bringing new bodies of work to fruition,              
including editions, works on paper, paintings, sculpture or                 
installations, which are presented in a continuous programme of 
public exhibitions, events and art fairs. Alongside this, the gallery 
also draws on Alan’s 50 years of experience in the art world to 
provide unrivalled access to the best examples of original prints 
by the modern masters of the 20th and 21st centuries, from Henri 
Matisse and Pablo Picasso to Patrick Caulfield, David Hockney and 
Andy Warhol.

The gallery continues to extend the legacy of some of art history’s 
most important figures through its work with the Estates of Josef 
and Anni Albers, Gillian Ayres, Patrick Caulfield, Naum Gabo, 
Richard Hamilton, Howard Hodgkin and Tom Wesselmann. 

Visitor information: 

Mon - Fri 10am - 5.30pm
Sat 11am - 2pm
Closed on Sundays and public holidays

Open 1 - 10 August 2018 by appointment only
Closed 11 - 31 August 2018

Travel: 
Piccadilly or Green Park tube station

+44 (0)20 7439 1866
info@alancristea.com     
www.alancristea.com

Twitter: @AlanCristea  
Instagram: @alancristea 
Facebook: @AlanCristeaGallery  
#JoeTilsonat90
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