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Kapwani Kiwanga (b. 1978, Hamilton, CA) is an Afro-Canadian artist, living and working in 
Paris. She studied anthropology and comparative religions at the McGill University in 
Montreal and art at the École des Beaux-Arts in Paris. The artist works across boundaries in 
the most varied genres and media in order to make possible new artistic perspectives and 
ways of communicating, thereby placing historical narratives in a dialogue with 
contemporary realities. Kiwanga’s artistic process is research-oriented, initiated by 
marginalised or forgotten histories and political events, which she articulates in a range of 
materials and media such as sculpture, installation, fabric pieces, photography and video.  
 

The exhibition reflects Kapwani Kiwanga’s career by means of a selection of significant, representative 

works, extending these with the production of new pieces made especially for the exhibition in Biel. The 

aim is to make visible the connections between the works in terms of their content. The exhibition layout 

can be seen as a narrative that places emphasis on two aspects: the preoccupation with the impact of 

disciplinary architecture and spatial elements on the human body and the research into post-colonial 

histories and stories handed-down from one generation to the next, in which truth and fiction are 

combined.  

 

In our everyday lives we are confronted by spaces that affect and regulate our behaviour. Kapwani 

Kiwanga reacts to the power dynamics of architecture and examines the effect of public buildings (such 

as schools, prisons, hospitals or psychiatric clinics) on the human body. On the one hand she focuses on 

design elements such as the colour schemes of rooms and on the other hand on forms of racist 

surveillance. It is the architecture of control which informs part of the exhibition and creates the 

decidedly physical and psychological quality of the relevant built environment. Here the body is subject 

to a process of seeing and being seen and has to follow pre-defined lines of movement and spatial 

structures. With her works Kiwanga obscures and reveals, hinders and directs movement. For her 

exhibition in Biel the artist will create a site-specific installation that deals with the effects of the spaces 

and colours of the old hospital, in which the Kunsthaus Pasquart is housed today, and the regional prison 

close by.  

 

The starting point for Kapwani Kiwanga’s artistic output are the analysis and research of archival 

material conveying historic narratives and political events. This research work is contrasted with a 

strong material quality in her work with which she refers to economic circulation and productivity, 

agriculture or the global effects of colonialisation. She questions the ways in which the writing of history, 

power systems and the generation of knowledge function, undermining the official understanding of 

truth by expanding history with popular belief, spirituality, magic and mythology. The subjective reading 

of past and present includes a variety of perspectives, in which chronic social and political moments are 

inherent. The resulting imaginative and poetic works invite us to consider things from various 

perspectives, in order to approach existing structures differently and to find ways of reconfiguring the 

future. Kiwanga deliberately mixes truth and fiction in order to unhinge hegemonic narratives and create 

spaces in which peripheral discourses can thrive. 

 



In 2018 Kapwani Kiwanga was awarded the Sobey Art Award (CA) and the Frieze Artist Award (USA). 

She has had solo exhibitions at the MIT List Visual Arts Center, Cambridge (USA), 2019; Esker 

Foundation, Calgary (CA), 2018; Fondazione Sandretto Rebaudengo, Turin (IT), 2017; Power Plant, 

Toronto (CA) 2017; Logan Center for the Arts, Chicago (USA), 2017; South London Gallery, London 

(UK), 2015 and Jeu de Paume, Paris (FR), 2014. 
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