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Absalon, Lyle Ashton Harris, Charles Atlas, Marc Bauer, Judith Bernstein, Nayland 
Blake, Gregg Bordowitz, Andrea Bowers, fierce pussy, Avram Finkelstein, Rafael 
França, General Idea, Nan Goldin, Felix Gonzalez-Torres, Gran Fury, Group Material, 
Anna Halprin, Keith Haring, Hudinilson Urbano Jr., Jochen Klein, Peter Kunz Opfersei, 
Stéphan Landry, Zoe Leonard, Donald Moffett, Carlos Motta, Rosa von Praunheim, 
Real Madrid, Lili Reynaud-Dewar, Hunter Reynolds, Prem Sahib, Chéri Samba, Vittorio 
Scarpati & Cookie Mueller, Ellen Spiro & Cheryl Dunye, Paul Thek, Edward Thomasson, 
Wolfgang Tillmans, Sue Williamson, David Wojnarowicz & Ben Neill, Martin Wong

The extensive group show United by AIDS—An Exhibition about Loss, Remem-
brance, Activism and Art in Response to HIV/AIDS sheds light on the multiface-
ted and complex interrelation between art and HIV/AIDS from the 1980s to the 
present. It examines the blurring of the boundary between art production and 
HIV/AIDS activism and spotlights artists who have been leading voices in this 
creative discourse, which remains vital today. The presentation gathers posi-
tions that illustrate the diversity of the (artistic) response to the HI virus and 
AIDS, with an explicit focus on works that address themes such as isolation, 
transformation, and the inexorable passing of time and mortality in relation to 
the politics of the body and representation. Since the introduction of highly 
active antiretroviral therapy in the second half of the 1990s, AIDS has widely 
come to be seen as a phenomenon of the past, with little significance for the life 
of our societies today. On the global scale, however, deaths due to complica-
tions from AIDS still number almost one million per year. Divided into four 
chapters, the exhibition seeks to untangle the complex and diverse narratives 
around HIV/AIDS and discuss their fragility in a contemporary perspective.

Since the outbreak of the pandemic in the 1980s, over 76 million people have contrac-
ted HIV, and around 35 million have died from the conditions associated with the syn-
drome. The development of the so-called highly active antiretroviral therapy (HAART), 
which came into wide use in the mid-1990s, has turned HIV infection into a chronic but 
manageable disease. Yet it is too early—and would be irresponsible—to speak of an end 
of HIV/AIDS: as the data compiled by UNAIDS shows, the disease still affects millions 
of people around the globe. The high rate of incidence within marginalized groups (male 
homosexuals, intravenous drug users, sex workers) that were already targets of social 
prejudice has reinforced stigmas that have proved a major challenge in overcoming the 
AIDS crisis and still inform preconceptions concerning AIDS today. 
 The onset of the crisis in the 1980s politicized many artists, those personally affec-
ted by the disease, but others as well. Their work reflected the menacing new reality in 
which they lived and addressed the personal and social repercussions of a phenomenon 
that felt cataclysmic in a way that is hard to imagine today. These multifaceted and com-
plex interrelations between art and HIV/AIDS are explored in the exhibition’s first three 
chapters in the downstairs galleries. The first section is a meditation on disappearance 
and effacement and the almost impossible task of visualizing the void left by a plague 
that erased lives and entire communities. The second section focuses on the art scene 
in New York as one of the epicenters of the crisis; the third surveys the intervention as 
a key format of creative activism in the 1980s and 1990s, especially in the oeuvres of 
the artists associated with ACT UP. These pieces highlight that art functioned and still 
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functions in this context as both activist strategy and medium of remembrance, as a 
vehicle of outrage and an instrument of reflection. The fourth chapter turns the spotlight 
on positions in art that, almost four decades after the “insidious” disease first alarmed 
the Western world, contemplate its impact from a contemporary perspective and scruti-
nize the ways in which societies respond to the HI virus and AIDS today. At a time when 
many progressive social accomplishments, including the right to sexual self-determina-
tion and autonomy, gender equality, and the widespread embrace of ethical and moral 
values untainted by nationalism and racism, have come under attack from ultraconser-
vative circles that push for a rollback, the exhibition United by AIDS is meant not only to 
stimulate reflection and educate audiences about the history of one of the central strugg-
les of our time; it is also an inspiring reminder of the transformative potential inherent in 
art.
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Events

Opening and Summer Party, Performance Felix Gonzalez-Torres: «Untitled» (Go-Go 
Dancing Platform)
Friday, August 30, 2019, 6–8pm

Long Night of Museums, Performance Felix Gonzalez-Torres: «Untitled» (Go-Go Dan-
cing Platform)
Saturday, September 07, 2019, 6 pm–2am

Open House at the Löwenbräukunst-Areal, Performance Felix Gonzalez-Torres: «Untitled» 
(Go-Go Dancing Platform)
Saturday, October 26, 2019

Performances 

Felix Gonzalez-Torres: «Untitled» (Go-Go Dancing Platform)
The works of the Cuban born American artist Felix Gonzalez-Torres (1957–1996) are 
informed by his experience with AIDS and deal with homosexuality, love, loss, absence, 
and death. The exhibition will include his sculpture «Untitled» (Go-Go Dancing Platform) 
from 1991, which negotiates questions of corporeality in the context of HIV/AIDS, also in 
light of the homophobic climate of the 1980s and 1990s, when gay men, regardless of 
HIV status, faced widespread discrimination. On five days during the exhibition period, 
the work will be the setting of an associated performance.

Friday, August 30, 2019 
Saturday, September 07, 2019
Saturday, October 26, 2019

More dates: migrosmuseum.ch

Edward Thomasson: Find A Problem to Solve
The performance and video projects of the British artist Edward Thomasson (b. Stoke-
on-Trent, UK, 1985) operate on the interfaces between theater and performance art, 
documented reality and theatrical fiction, and intimacy and isolation. As part of the exhi-
bition at the Migros Museum für Gegenwartskunst, Thomasson will present a new itera-
tion of Find A Problem to Solve (2009–ongoing), an ongoing performance project 
about physical and mental wellbeing that sees four performers sing and move together. 
The group action is punctuated by monologues that are continually rewritten by Thomas-
son and serve him as a medium of reflection on his own experiences, challenges, and 
solutions.

Saturday, November 09, 2019 
Sunday, November 10, 2019
both days at 1 pm, 2 pm, 3 pm, 4 pm
ca. 10 min.

Art Education

Children’s Opening
Friday, August 30, 2019, 6–8pm 

Public Guided Tour
Thursday, September 12, 2019, 6pm
Sunday, October 13, 2019, 2pm

Family afternoon
Sunday, September 29, 2019, 2–5pm 
Sunday, November 3, 2019, 2–5pm

For all upcoming events please visit our new website migrosmuseum.ch.


