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Parafin is pleased to announce a new exhibition by Swiss artist 
Uwe Wittwer (born 1954), his second with the gallery. 
 
Wittwer is widely regarded as one of the leading contemporary 
European painters and his work is in major international  
collections including The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, 
the Bonnefantenmuseum in Maastricht and the Kunsthaus Zürich. 
Wittwer’s work reflects on the nature and meaning of images and 
his source material is carefully chosen from digital representations 
— images of images — researched in the depths of the internet. 
Throughout his work, Wittwer is concerned with ideas of authen-
ticity and truth, multiple refractions of reality, and the role of the 
artist as archivist and voyeur.

Wittwer’s new works bring together several historic reference points  
to consider the idea of ‘shelter’. Images of camps — including  
classic British seaside holiday camps, East German ‘Pioneer’ camps  
and military internment camps (including Manzanar in California,  
where over 100,000 Japanese-Americans were imprisoned  
between 1942-45) — are contrasted with depictions of watchtowers,  
flags and a simple makeshift tent amongst trees. In a series of  
watercolours derived from holiday postcards, the imagery is  
disrupted by the poignant messages sent home written on the 
reverse of the cards. Punctuating the exhibition are references 
to The Rolling Stones’ song Gimme Shelter (1969), a song which 
articulates a mounting sense of dread and which has been linked 
to the end of the idealism of the 1960s.

The idea of the camp, with its contradictory associations with  
leisure and imprisonment, home and displacement, is a theme 
that Wittwer has returned to many times in his career. ‘Shelter’ 
here is an ambiguous state. Watchtowers are also a recurring  
image within Wittwer’s work and can be read as a cipher for figure 
of the artist as panoptic observer. 

In dealing with his historical source material, Wittwer deconstructs  
the image, for instance by working with negatives or using  
repetition, fragmentation or reversal. Through such strategies  
the original images are transformed, creating alternative realities. 
His works suggest that new meanings and new possibilities can  
be discovered within pre-existing images, no matter how familiar.

—
 
Uwe Wittwer (b. 1954) lives and works in Zürich. Recent solo  
exhibitions include Kunstraum Oktagon, Bern (2017), Galerie 
Judin, Berlin (2016, 2013), Parafin, London (2015), Abbot Hall 
Art Gallery, Kendal (2013), VOID, Derry (2012) and Haunch of 
Venison, London (2011, 2009). Recent group exhibitions include 
Museum Langmatt, Baden, Switzerland (2017), Kunstmuseum 
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Uwe Wittwer, Cover, 2018. Oil on canvas. 150 × 135 cm.
© Uwe Wittwer 2018. Courtesy Parafin, London

1
—
3

For further details and images  
please contact:
—

Marta Jiménez Tubau 
Parafin
+44 (0)20 7495 1969
marta@parafin.co.uk 

Caroline Widmer 
Pickles PR
+44 (0)7908 848 075
caroline@picklespr.com



18 Woodstock Street
London W1C 2AL
+44 (0)20 7495 1969
info@parafin.co.uk

Solothurn (2013), Centre PasquArt, Biel (2012), Tate Britain,  
London (2011) and the Courtauld Institute, London (2010). 

Wittwer’s work is included in public and institutional collections 
including The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, 
Bonnefantenmuseum Maastricht, Kunsthaus Zürich, Sammlung 
Ludwig, Aachen, Kunstmuseum Bern, Kunstmuseum Solothurn, 
Museum zu Allerheiligen, Schaffhausen, Sammlung Bosshard, 
UBS Art Collection, Credit Suisse Art Collection, Caldic Collection 
and the David Roberts Art Foundation.
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Editor’s Notes
—
 

Parafin
—
Parafin was launched in September 2014 and is located at  
18 Woodstock Street, just off New Bond Street. Parafin represents  
a broad selection of contemporary artists from emerging names  
to established international figures. 

Gallery artists
—
Fernando Casasempere  Nathan Coley   
Tim Head   Nancy Holt   
Hynek Martinec  Melanie Manchot  
Justin Mortimer  Sara Naim
Katie Paterson   Hiraki Sawa   
Indrė Šerpytytė   Alison Watt   
Hugo Wilson   Uwe Wittwer
Flora Yukhnovich

Woodstock Street, Mayfair
—
Woodstock Street is located on the northern edge of Mayfair, London, 
between New Bond Street (via Blenheim Street) and Oxford Street. 
Parafin is situated near to the historic tiled Art Deco entrance of auction 
house Bonhams. 

Opening Hours
—
Tuesday–Friday, 10–6
Saturday, 12–5
Or by appointment

www.parafin.co.uk
@parafinlondon


