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The Pattern Room at Collezione Maramotti will be housing Two 
Thoughts, a solo show by Svenja Deininger that brings together a 
series of new paintings specifically conceived for this project; they 
will be in dialogue with four works from the 1920s by Polish 
painter Władysław Strzemiński, on loan from Muzeum Sztuki in 
Łódź. 
 
Building on a painting from 2018 that was acquired by Collezione 
Maramotti, and drawing inspiration from Strzemiński and the 
Architectural Compositions he made almost a century ago, 
Deininger worked on numerous pieces at the same time to arrive at 
this final selection of paintings and the “phrase” they compose on 
the walls of the room. 
 
Deininger sees her works as part of an ongoing process: the 
individual pieces, on which she may work over long periods of 
time, are not self-contained entities, but part of a creative 
reflection that leads the artist to imagine their placement within a 
specific spatial context. As if generating lexical units while 
simultaneously elaborating their syntax, Deininger’s creative 
process unfolds through a sequence of assiduous reworkings of the 
surface of each painting, while developing a system of interaction 
between them all. 
 
The range of textures, finishes and thicknesses that can be seen up 
close are achieved by combining oil paint with gesso, marble dust 
or glue – materials that absorb and reflect light in different ways – 



 

 

as well as by building up layers of paint and working on both the 
front and the back of the canvas.  
Deininger’s compositions of lines and colours evoke an abstract 
realm, yet her imaginary is rooted in concrete shapes and objects 
which are transposed and hybridized on the canvas, reshuffled to 
invite new interpretations. The flat appearance of her surfaces is 
also frequently belied by closer inspection, revealing different 
levels of depth and sometimes even relationships of perspective 
between the elements. 
Deininger, who paints only in natural light, responds step by step 
to each phase of the works as they take shape, as they “come into 
the world.” Her painting is experimental in its process – with 
errors and shifts in direction considered an integral element – yet 
precise and calibrated in its formal results.  
 
This project inspired by Strzemiński highlights Deininger’s 
reflection on the work of an artist from the avant-garde generation, 
far removed from her from the historical and theoretical 
standpoint, but with unexpected formal affinities and a similar 
investigation into the deeper essence of vision and painting. 
 
The exhibition will be accompanied by a catalogue with essays by 
Luigi Fassi, Paulina Kurc-Maj, and Władysław Strzemiński. 

 
 
 

Opening by invitation: 7 March 2020, at 6.00 pm, with the artist 
present. 
 
 
8 March – 26 July 2020 
The exhibition can be visited, free of charge, during the opening 
hours of the permanent collection. 
Thursdays and Fridays, 2.30 – 6.30pm 
Saturdays and Sundays, 10.30am – 6.30pm 
Closed: 25 April, 1 May  
 
 
 
 
Info 
Collezione Maramotti  
Via Fratelli Cervi 66 
42124 Reggio Emilia – Italy  
tel. +39 0522 382484 
info@collezionemaramotti.org 
collezionemaramotti.org 
 
 
Press office 
Rhiannon Pickles - Pickles PR  
tel. +31 (0)6158 21202 
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Artist bio 
Svenja Deininger (b. 1974, Vienna) lives and works in Vienna, Berlin and 
Milan. 
After studying at the Kunstakademie Münster (with Timm Ulrichs) and 
the Kunstakademie Düsseldorf (with Albert Oehlen), she began exhibiting 
her work in galleries and art institutions in Austria and abroad. Her most 
recent solo exhibitions include: Marianne Boesky Gallery, New York 
(2018, 2015, 2013); Galleria Federica Schiavo, Milan and Rome (2017, 
2015); Joslyn Art Museum, Omaha (2017); Galerie Martina Janda, 
Vienna (2017, 2013); Norton Museum of Art, Palm Beach (2017); 
Secession, Vienna (2017); Strabag Art Lounge, Vienna (2013); and 
Kunsthalle Krems/Factory, Krems (2012). Her most recent group 
exhibitions include: Museum Haus Konstruktiv, Zurich (2019); Galerie 
Martina Janda, Vienna (2019); Galleria Federica Schiavo, Milan and 
Rome (2019, 2015); Neues Museum, Nürnberg  (2018); Victoria Miro, 
London (2018); Eastward Prospectus, Bucharest (2018); The Embassy, 
Brussels (2016); Galerie Martin Janda, Vienna (2016); 21er Haus, Vienna 
(2015); The FLAG Art Foundation, New York (2015); Wiels, Brussels 
(2013); Kunstmuseum Solothurn, Solothurn (2013).  
 
 
 
 


