
 

 

 

RAGGA NYC  
Michèle Pearson Clarke, Martine Gutierrez, Oreka James, Aaron Jones, Tau Lewis, Sondra 
Perry, Diamond Stingily, Camille Turner, Christopher Udemezue, Syrus Marcus Ware 
 
22 June – 11 August 2018 

Opening Reception: Thursday 21 June 2018, 7PM 

 
 

 
Installation view: All the Threatened and Delicious Things Joining One Another, New Museum, New 
York, 2017. 
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EXHIBITION DESCRIPTION  

 
RAGGA NYC is a growing collective of Queer Caribbean artists and allies. Founded by 
Christopher Udemezue (Neon Christina), the group was created to make space for and nurture 
ties amongst a group of artists who feel a deep commitment to their ancestral and diasporic 
histories.  
 
Working across various disciplines, ranging from visual art and poetry to performance and 
fashion, RAGGA NYC interweaves art-making, cultural practice and community building. The 
collective has at its base a longing for an authentic and extended network that could support one 
another through ideas and activity centered around solidarity, visibility and expression. As a 
growing contingent of many artists – each quite distinct in the form, style and concerns of their 
practice – RAGGA materializes the impact of collective assembly in practices of social 
emancipation and celebration.  
 
For Mercer Union’s summer season, the gallery has shared resources with the collective as they 
make space for and incite new collaborations, friendships and expanded networks of support. 
RAGGA NYC is expanding its network of cultural producers with artists based in Toronto. To 
this end, the exhibition and coinciding public programming engages specifically with the practices 
of Oreka James, Aaron Jones, Tau Lewis, Michele Pearson Clarke, Martine Gutierrez, Sondra 
Perry, Diamond Stingily, Camille Turner, Christopher Udemezue and Syrus Marcus Ware.  
 
Considering the complexities of Caribbean heritage within Black life in North America, Jones’ 
playful yet confrontational collages evoke aggregate subjectivities, Gutierrez transforms physical 
spaces and the composed self to investigate gender and relationship fluidity through narratives of 
intimacy, heritage and feminine ideology, while Lewis’ sculptural improvisations of materials 
engrained with the past compose a certain migrant psyche.  
 
Reckoning with the dehumanization of black identity Perry challenges such representations 
through the malleability afforded by digital technology, while James offers an exploration of 
complicity in gazing at and rendering black figuration.  
 
The contested space occupied emotionally and physically is made palpable in Stingily’s poetry 
and sculptural works which recall mythology embedded in objects and materials that populated 
her childhood, in Turner’s performance-based confrontations of the politics of home and 
belonging, engaging Afrofuturist and historical research practices, and in Ware’s artistic practice 
and grounded activism that challenge systemic oppression while exploring the space between 
race, gender and sexuality.  
 
And yet the nuances of Queer Caribbean life is celebrated, as in Udemezue’s reimagining of their 
Caribbean heritage, while a space for solidarity is carved out through practices like Clarke’s 
unearthing of longing and loss that marks the surface of contemporary life. 
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The work of RAGGA NYC urgently addresses the absence of nuanced discursive or visual 
expressions of Queer Caribbean diaspora through organized grassroots gatherings and 
educational projects. To make space for such expressions to transpire, RAGGA will be hosting a 
range of public programs and community-driven events, including readings, workshops, film 
screenings and dinners.  
 
RAGGA NYC has partnered with and presented its projects at various institutions including the 
New Museum, New York (2017); the Boiler Room, New York (2017); DIS x MoMA PS1, New 
York (2017); CLUB GLOW, New York (2017) and Know Wave, New York (2017), among 
others. RAGGA NYC is a vibrant community, hosting more than twenty artists, musicians, 
designers and cultural practitioners. 

Project Support provided by Toronto Friends of the Visual Arts 
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PROGRAMMING 
 
Michèle Pearson Clarke: What We Owe to Each Other  
 
26 June | 3 July | 10 July | 17 July | 24 July | 31 July | 7 August 

All sessions 6 – 8 PM 

In a November 2017 interview, Mia Mingus, cofounder of the Bay Area Transformative Justice 
Collective, ends by saying, “people talk about [transformative justice] as though it’s ‘soft’ [but] it’s 
one of the  hardest  things you’ll  ever  have  to  do.” What We Owe To Each Other is a public 
research project in which Michèle Pearson Clarke is trying to understand and work at this hard 
thing through a collective learning effort.  Building on her video and photography work 
examining vulnerability, affect and repair, Clarke is taking up weekly residence in the gallery to 
deepen her knowledge of transformative justice through mutual conversation, readings, 
workshops, and screenings. Given that transformative justice is rooted in community and 
accountability, Clarke invites Mercer Union visitors to participate in her research process and to 
join her in doing the personal work necessary to learn about healing and justice together.   
 
Michèle Pearson Clarke is a Trinidad-born artist who works in photography, film, video and 
installation. Using archival, performative and process-oriented strategies, her work explores the 
personal and political possibilities afforded by considering experiences of emotions related to 
longing and loss. Her work has been exhibited locally and internationally, including in exhibitions 
at The Montreal Museum of Fine Arts (2018); ltd los angeles (2018); Studio XX, Montreal (2017); 
and Ryerson Image Centre, Toronto (2015); as well as in screenings at Ann Arbor Film Festival 
(2017); Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago (2016); International Film Festival Rotterdam 
(2015); and International Short Film Festival Oberhausen (2015). Based in Toronto, she holds an 
MSW from the University of Toronto, and an MFA in Documentary Media Studies from 
Ryerson University, where she is a contract lecturer. Clarke’s writing has been published in 
Canadian Art and Transition Magazine, and she is a 2018 TEDxPortofSpain Speaker. 
 
 
fORUM: Tau Lewis in conversation with Katherine McKittrick 
Wednesday 27 June 2018, 7 PM 
 
The conversation between Tau Lewis and Katherine McKittrick will explore their 
relational archives—situated in black cultural production and black studies. McKittrick 
will explore and query Lewis’ work in relation to belonging, scavenging, retrieval; Lewis 
will explore and query McKittrick’s work in relation to black geographies, plantocratic 
enumerations, and black life. The discussion hopes to work through how  racial belonging 
is tied to black interdisciplinary inventiveness. 
 
Tau Lewis (b. 1993) is a Jamaican-Canadian artist living and working in Toronto, 
Canada. Recent and forthcoming solo exhibitions have been held at Frieze New York 
(2018); Atlanta Contemporary, Atlanta (2018); and Jeffrey Stark, New York (2018); and 
8-11 Gallery, Toronto (2017). Recent group exhibitions include Chapter Gallery, New 
York (2018); MoMA PS1, New York (2017); Art Gallery of Mississauga (2017); COOPER  
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COLE Gallery, Toronto (2017); Night Gallery, Los Angeles (2017); and New Museum, 
New York (2017). Lewis’ work is represented by COOPER COLE Gallery, Toronto.     
  
 
Katherine McKittrick teaches at Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario, Canada. 
Her research is interdisciplinary attends to the links between black studies, theories of 
anti-colonialism and liberation, and creative texts. Katherine edited and contributed to 
the collection, Sylvia Wynter:  On Being Human as Praxis and authored Demonic 
Grounds: Black Women and the Cartographies of Struggle. Her forthcoming 
monograph, Dear Science and Other Stories, explores black methodologies.  
 

 

PERFORMANCE: Dana Michel 
Tuesday 7 August 2018, 8 PM 
 
when  you've  spent  a  lifetime  holding  back  in  one  area,  surely  it's  holding  
other  areas  back.   
time  to  unravel  the  knot  that  i  didn't  completely  realize  existed  (yes  i  
did).   
why  i  can't  touch  people  when  i? 
why  i  get  confused  when  there's  more?     
why  i  freeze  now  ? 
what  are  the  consequences  of  all  the  holding?     
what  other  casualties  have  there  been? 
 
Dana Michel is a choreographer and performance artist based in Montreal. Her first extended-
length solo performance piece, Yellow Towel, was featured on the ‘Top Five’ and the ‘Top Ten’ 
2013 dance moments in Voir newspaper (Montreal) and Dance Current Magazine (Canada), 
respectively. In 2014, she was awarded the newly created ImPulstanz Award (Vienna) and was 
highlighted amongst notable female choreographers of the year by The New York Times. Her 
most recent and critically-acclaimed solo, Mercurial George, was premiered at Festival 
TransAmériques, Montreal (2016). Michel was awarded the Silver Lion for Innovation in 
Dance by the Venice Biennale (2017). 
  
 
Admission is free and all are welcome. 
 
For more information, please contact Cameron Lee: 
press@mercerunion.org 
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Mercer Union, a centre for contemporary art, Toronto 

Mercer Union is one of Toronto’s oldest non-profit artist-run spaces with a unique track record of 
presenting innovative exhibitions by diverse artists in formative and established stages of their 
career. We are distinctive, as an artist-centered-space, in our commitment to supporting the 
production of new and experimental work assisting artists in realizing pivotal solo exhibitions. In 
the past five years we have produced new works by artists Aleksandra Mir (2011), Geoffrey 
Farmer (2013), Abbas Akhavan (2015), Liz Magic Laser (2015), Carlos Motta (2016), Duane 
Linklater (2016) and Deanna Bowen (2017). These works have gone on to be presented at the 
Whitney Museum of American Art (Mir), the Louvre, Paris (Farmer), the Solomon R. 
Guggenheim Museum, New York (Akhavan), Western Front, Vancouver (Laser), Hordaland 
kunstenter, Bergen, Norway (Motta), 80 WSE Gallery at New York University (Linklater) and the 
Contemporary Art Gallery, Vancouver (Bowen). 
 

Mission and History 

Mercer Union, a centre for contemporary art, is an artist-run centre dedicated to the 
advancement of contemporary art supporting the production and presentation of Canadian and 
international critical artistic practices, often premiering artists’ work to local and international 
audiences. Mercer Union was founded by twelve visionary artists who each contributed $1,500 to 
buy the lease on an 1800 square foot space on Mercer Street in downtown Toronto in 1979. As 
they declared, “Toronto does not have, has never had, and desperately needs, an artists’ 
organization dedicated to the exposition of new work in the most advanced forms of painting and 
sculpture.” Union continues to present the expanded spectrum of contemporary art practices and 
engage with key issues of our time. It moved from its original location at 29 Mercer Street to its 
current space at 1286 Bloor Street West – a renovated early 20th century cinema space – in 2008, 
now at the center of a growing and dynamic arts district in downtown Toronto. Our 3300 sq. ft. 
facility includes two large white cube galleries, workshop, artist cabin, administrative offices and 
gated outdoor patio including a billboard space at the corner of Bloor West and St Clarens 
Avenue.  
 
Exhibitions and Programs 

Mercer Union presents five exhibitions per year, commissioned solo and group exhibitions with 
newly produced works. In addition, we present a series of commissioned public billboards, 
fORUM, a critical conversation series, as well as artists’ talks, workshops, seminars and off-site 
public projects. Our principal objective is to offer artists the opportunity to create new works for 
exhibition – from conception to realization – that challenges their ambition, and audiences. We 
are catalysts for the creation of art by providing comprehensive production and technical support, 
dedicated curatorial direction and critical frameworks. Throughout our thirty-seven year history, 
we have realized ambitious programming, presenting important solo exhibitions by emerging and 
established artists including Sol LeWitt (1981), Charles Ray (1985), Jessica Stockholder (1988), 
Lorna Simpson (1988), Knut Åsdam (2003), Isabelle Pauwels (2004),  Jeremy Deller (2006), Mona  
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Vatamanu and Florin Tudor (2008), Deborah Stratman (2012), Paul Sietsma (2013), Geoffrey 
Farmer (2013), Tiziana La Melia (2014), Abbas Akhavan (2015), Duane Linklater (2016), Deanna 
Bowen (2017), among many others. In the past five years we have presented the first solo 
exhibitions in Canada by artists Christopher Kulendran Thomas (Sri Lanka/UK), Sarah Pierce 
(Dublin/New York), Laurent Montaron (Paris), Tiziana La Melia (Vancouver), Krista Belle 
Stewart (New York), Liz Magic Laser (New York), Isabel Nolan (Dublin), Carlos Motta 
(Bogota/New York) and Jason Dodge (Berlin). Our record of exhibitions and projects includes an 
impressive roster of artists who have gone on to achieve prominent positions in the wider sphere 
of contemporary art practice globally. Artists participating in the program have gone on to win 
the Sobey Art Award, the Gershon Iskowitz Prize and The Future Generation Art Prize, and 
participated in major international exhibitions including documenta, the Venice Biennale, the 
Sydney, Istanbul and Gwanju Biennials. In addition to exhibitions at the gallery we maintain 
strong relationships with artists and have toured Linklater’s solo exhibition to 80WSE Galleries at 
NYU, New York, in 2016 and we have toured Abbas Akhavan’s solo exhibition to renowned 
venues including the David Roberts Art Foundation, London, and Tromso Kunstforening, 
Norway, in 2017. 
 

Education and Networks  

Mercer Union actively seeks to foster engagement and develop new audiences for contemporary 
art. We foster critical discourses in and around art through exhibitions, artists’ talks, workshops, 
the critical conversation series fORUM, screenings, a commissioned outdoor billboard series, 
education programs, events, publishing and off-site projects with free admission to all. We partner 
with educational institutions such as York University, the University of Toronto, The University 
of Guelph, Humber College, Ontario College of Art and Design (OCADU), and the Etobicoke 
School of the Visual Arts and run free gallery tours every Saturday afternoon. We have 
distinguished ourselves by being engaged with the international exchange of ideas through 
invitational exhibitions and partnerships with other artists’ spaces across the world – from site-
specific drawings by Sol LeWitt in 1981; to our 2013 commission with Geoffrey Farmer 
represented Canada at the Venice Biennale in 2017. We have partnered with organizations and 
institutions including; SBC Galerie d’art contemporain (Montreal), Images Festival (Toronto), the 
Institut Français, and the French Consulate General of France in Toronto, Walter Phillips 
Gallery (Banff), the Contemporary Art Gallery (Vancouver), Cinema Politica (Montreal), the Irish 
Museum of Modern Art (Dublin), The Toronto International Film Festival, and The Mixed 
Theatre Company (Toronto).  
 

Governance & Funding 

Mercer Union is a Canadian charitable not-for-profit organization that is governed by an active 
14-member volunteer board (the majority are artists), and led by two Directors (the Executive 
Director and the Director of Exhibitions & Programs). Mercer Union’s programming is supported 
by the Canada Council for the Arts, the Ontario Arts Council, and the Toronto Arts Council; 
through other government funding bodies, sponsors, foundations, private benefactors and earned 
income streams such as fundraising events, sales of limited edition and a biannual fundraising 
auction called Stellar Living. Resource sharing is central to all our activities and we continuously 
seek to develop new networks and reach new audiences through collaborations with partner 
organizations. 
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Renée Stout, The Rootworkers Table, 2011. Altered and reconstructed table with blown and 
hot-formed glass and found and constructed object; oil stick on wood panel; and reclaimed carpet  
Installation view: All the Threatened and Delicious Things Joining One Another, New Museum, New 
York, 2017.  



 

 
 

 
RAGGA family dinner, New Museum Edition, 2017. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Installation view: RAGGA x DIS x PS1: nest, MoMA PS1, New York, 2017. 


